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High expectations are at the heart of good phonics
teaching, although the teacher’s skills and expertise

are also crucial.

Children can learn quickly, and should progress

through the selected teaching programme with

pace, consolidating on previous learning, whilst

attempting new skills.

In Letters and Sounds, for example, children 
should aim to complete Phase 3 by the end of 
the Reception Year, although some children 
will manage to begin Phase 4, whilst others may
need more time to consolidate learning during 
Year 1.

Each school should identify its approach to the

assessment of phonics for each child, and this

should be reviewed regularly, so that planning

can be tailored to suit the children’s needs.

Teaching staff will need to ensure that children 

can successfully identify each of the GPCs

found in our language, so that they can fully

access the texts they read. They will also need 

to assess the child’s skills in blending and 

segmenting phonemes.

A Letters and Sounds phonic progress tracking

sheet can be accessed on the website

www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/?PNSLiteracy



Further Reading and Resources





The Primary National Strategy has produced Letters and Sounds, which includes a useful guidance pamphlet and a DVD, which demonstrates a wide variety of games and activities which can be used in the teaching of phonics. The contents of Letters and Sounds can be found on the website:





� HYPERLINK "http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk" ��http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk�





Other programmes, such as Read Write Inc and Sounds Write also offer resources such as letter charts and flash cards, which may support teaching.





There are a wide variety of computer websites which also provide a wealth of teaching materials. In addition to this, several companies such as Smart Kids offer phonics teaching materials.





Teachers TV has several films which have now been archived, but are still available to support ideas for phonics lessons.





Progression, Expectations and Assessment
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Key principles





The teaching of phonics incorporates:


grapheme phoneme correspondences


the alphabetic code


the skill of blending phonemes in order to read


the skill of segmenting phonemes in order to spell





Important terms:





Phoneme – the shortest individual unit of sound within a word


(for example: ‘c’ in ‘cat’ or ‘ch’ in ‘chat’).


Grapheme – the visual representation of a phoneme (for example: ‘p’ in ‘pat’ or ‘igh’ in ‘high’).


GPC – Grapheme Phoneme correspondence
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 Implementation of 


Phonics





The Rose Report advises that schools may choose for themselves the programme they wish to follow in the teaching phonics, provided that it conforms to the key elements, and that the school preserve fidelity to one approach. 





It is important to note that, although fidelity to the teaching of one programme should be observed, materials and resources which support that programme may be used from a variety of sources.





The Primary Strategy has provided one such approach in Letters and Sounds. This offers a systematic, progressive approach to the teaching of phonics, and provides teachers with a useful guidance tool for the planning and provision of phonics teaching.





The teaching of phonics is divided into six phases which build on each other in a step-by-step approach, but with rigour and pace.





The Rose Review highlights the crucial importance of Speaking and Listening activities, not only at the beginning of the process, but throughout the teaching of phonics. Letters and Sounds acknowledges this with Phase 1, which ‘wraps around’ the other phases, as children continue to explore and improve their speaking and listening skills.





The introduction to all phonics teaching and learning begins with simply listening to, and identifying, different sounds. Children are encouraged to enjoy the environmental sounds around them, and the sounds they can make with body percussion, before moving on to letters of the alphabet. They are also encouraged to blend sounds orally first.

















The Rose Report recommends that:





A high quality, systematic approach to the teaching of phonics should be taught as the prime approach in learning to read and spell. It should begin by the age of five, taking into full account professional judgements of the children’s developing abilities. Phonic work should be set within a broad and rich language curriculum that takes into account the four independent strands of language:





Speaking,  Listening,  Reading and Writing





Key messages of the Rose report





Phonics teaching should be:





Taught daily





Multisensory, engaging and fun, in order to capture interest and sustain motivation





Discrete, so that all practitioners within school use the same approach, providing continuity for children





Structured and stepped, to provide progression and high expectations which are made explicit through assessment





Rigorous and pacy, with plenty of opportunity for revisiting and building upon prior learning





Additional support or intervention programmes should be compatible with mainstream phonics teaching practice.





Teaching in the Early Years is also highly  compatible with this approach to the teaching of phonics. 








The Simple View of Reading





In order for children to fully understand what they are reading, two dimensions are involved. These are:





 Word recognition 


 Language Comprehension





The Rose Review stresses that word recognition (the ability to recognise and understand the words on a page) and language comprehension (the ability to fully understand the language) are both essential for reading. Neither is sufficient on its own.





Through high quality phonic work, children are expected to achieve competence in word recognition, so that the balance between these two dimensions gradually moves from one to the other, although of course both elements are needed for all readers, in order for reading comprehension to take place.





Teachers’ Skill Check 





Make sure you know the following:


The meaning of the terms phoneme and grapheme


A GPC is the correspondence between the grapheme and the phoneme 


The correct pronunciation of each phoneme, in accordance with all teaching staff at your school. (Letters and Sounds provides a DVD which includes clear advice on this).


The way to say each individual phoneme through a word (blending) from beginning to end, in order to read


The way to segment each phoneme through a word in order to spell


Blending and Segmenting are reversible processes











